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            The Zoo is free to visit, but entry passes are required for all guests, including infants.
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Elephant Cam
See the Smithsonian's National Zoo's Asian elephants — Spike, Bozie, Kamala, Swarna and Maharani — both inside the Elephant Community Center and outside in their yards.
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Give Today
Now more than ever, we need your support. Make a donation to the Smithsonian's National Zoo and Conservation Biology Institute today!
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Become a Member
Members are our strongest champions of animal conservation and wildlife research. When you become a member, you also receive exclusive benefits, like special opportunities to meet animals, discounts at Zoo stores and more.
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Education Calendar
Find and register for free programs and webinars.
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About the Smithsonian Conservation Biology Institute
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[image: Logo for VR Safari. Silhouetted illustrations of an elephant, gorilla, and leopard appear on the logo image next to the bronze-colored text.]


        
  
      

				
		
							
											

            Experience Virtual Reality 
      

									
				


            Enter the world of the wild and see elephants, leopards and gorillas in their native habitats from the safety of your VR Transporter.
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[image: Small Mammal House staff cradle two tiny pygmy slow loris babies in their hands.]


        
  
        
					

		
											
					

            Two Baby Pygmy Slow Lorises Born
      

				
							
			


            For the first time, the Zoo's Small Mammal House is celebrating the birth of two pygmy slow lorises, an endangered species. 
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[image: Den cam view of a mother cheetah and her five cubs looking outside of their den. ]
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            Farewell, Cheetah Cub Cam!
      

                
                        
                

              Our Cheetah Cub Cam is winding down for the season. Read the latest update on the future of the cheetah breeding program... and say hello to some old friends!




      
            

        

            


							

						

											
							
								

    
                    
                

              
[image: A photo of Sean Lyons in a lab setting. He is using a pipette to put fluid into a small vial. ]
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            Focus on the Future: Sean Lyons
      

                
                        
                

              For graduate fellow Sean Lyons, "getting to the root of it all" was always his focus. So, it comes as no surprise that he wound up working with the root...




      
            

        

            


							

						

											
							
								

    
                    
                

              
[image: A black-and-white warbler rests on a branch in the Bird House.]
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            Bird House Team Wins Plume Award
      

                
                        
                

              Three chirps for our Bird House team! In recognition of their efforts to breed and care for North American songbirds, they received a Plume Award from the Association of Zoos...




      
            

        

            


							

						

											
							
								

    
                    
                

              
[image: Two gadwalls and a canvasback paddle near each other in the small pool at the Bird House's Prairie Pothole aviary.]
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            Ducks of Our Lives
      

                
                        
                

              Breeding season at the Bird House can create some spectacular behavior among the Zoo’s raucous flock of ducks.




      
            

        

            


							

						

											
							
								

    
                    
                

              
[image: Closeup of a baby gorilla in a bed of hay.]
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            I'll Have What Mom's Having
      

                
                        
                

              At 10 months old, western lowland gorilla Zahra is healthy, feisty and eager to try new things. Get the latest update from Primates keeper Lynne McMahan.




      
            

        

            


							

						

											
							
								

    
                    
                

              
[image: Closeup of a red-spotted newt, held gently in the hands of a Smithsonian scientist.]
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            The Hidden Life of Vernal Pools
      

                
                        
                

              Spring has arrived, and vernal pools are surging with life. Learn what makes these temporary wetlands ideal for wood frogs, spotted salamanders and other woodland species.




      
            

        

            


							

						

											
							
								

    
                    
                

              
[image: An addax calf walks through the Africa Trail habitat. Addax are stocky, sturdy antelopes with short, slender legs and short tails. The calf has two small horns on the top of her head. She has a tan coat and white facial blazes that resemble an ‘x’ running between her eyes.]
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            Meet Our Addax Calf
      

                
                        
                

              Three’s company, too! The morning of Jan. 26, Africa Trail staff reported for duty and discovered a female addax calf.




      
            

        

            


							

						

											
							
								

    
                    
                

              
[image: A photo of a young Caucasian man dressed in camouflage fatigues. Other military members and military vehicles can be seen behind him.]
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            Focus on the Future: James Mouton
      

                
                        
                

              For ornithologist James Mouton, his "clear-cut" scientific career took a detour when he chose to join the military. But his non-traditional path shows there's more than one way to conserve...
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            Live Streaming Webcams
      
	



  
  	

  


            See elephants, lions and naked mole-rats on animal cams streaming live, 24/7 from the Smithsonian's National Zoo and Conservation Biology Institute.
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            Conservation

Our scientists and researchers play a leading role in the Smithsonian’s global efforts to save wildlife species from extinction and train future generations of conservationists.
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